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Voyager Jet set to take next step,
prepares for second expansion

BY JENNIFER CURRY

Having completed the first phase of its
$15 million expansion, Vovager Jet Cen-
ter is ready to take 1ts next step.

The Weast Mifflin-hased private jet firm,
located at Allegheny County Alrport, last
month opened 3.5 acres of ramp space that
will allow 1t to park additional aireraft. In
the past, the company could fir a couple of
airplanes on its ramp. Now, it will be able
to fit between 20 and 30.

“Having a bilg ramp is always advanta-
goons,” said Daniel Stainer, director of
marketing for Vovager Jet.

“Prior to the ramp, there really wasn't
that much space ar all. You have a lot more
flexibility logistically to do what vou need
to do.”

It will also enable them w0 accommodate
an expected surge of air traffic when the
.8, Open comes to the Oakmont Country
Club in June.

Vovager has already begun prepara-
tlons, with plans to include a tent, buffet
lunch, listings of restaurant recommen-
dations and pilot accommodations. The
company plans to market the airportasa
location that's gquicker to go in and our of
than Pittsburgh International Airport.

WE'RE NO. 1

“At Greater Pitt, vou are seldom No.1,”
sald Richard Ryvan, president of Vovager
Jet. “Here, vouare almost always No. 1 for
takeoft and No. 1 for landing. This means
less fuel, less maintenance.’”

In addition, travelars can now get to the
company’'s hangar without passing
through security, giving them direct ac-
cess from Route 885, which leads from
Downtown Pitts burgh, to the parking lot.
This means that they can park thelir cars
outside the secure area but would still
have to go through the secure gates or the
hangar before boarding an airplane.

Vovager, which last vear announced that
1t would become afixed-base operator, sup-
plving fueling and ground support servic-
a5 for alrplanes coming in and out of the
Allegheny County Airport, is beginning the
second phase of its expansion plan —

adding 1.5 acres of new ramp space and
building a second hangar and office com-
plex.

The second hangar will be similar to a
mini-terminal and mav include amenities
such as an exercise room for pilots, large
screen TVs and a rental car center

“We are beginning to attract more air-
planes to our facility and the airport,” Ryvan
sald “Tt will enable us to grow Right now,
we are pretty full on the airplane side.”

The company, which operates seven
charter airplanes, has orders for two more
and hopes to have 10 by vear-end.

Inaddition, the company expects to sell
twice as mmch fuel in 2007 as in 2006, Rvan
sald.

Rvan hopes to have the new ramp exten-
sion open In a vear and the hangar with-
1n 18 months.

EXPANSION PLAN

The $15 million expansion, which will
be funded by Vovager and its private in-
vestors, 1s partof a broader plan by the
Allegheny County Airport Authority to
improve and update the county airport.

The first phase calls for building a se-
ries of t-hangars, which are designed to
fit aircraft with wingspans up to 40 feet.

Later phases include an aircraft de-
1lcing apron, a consolidated airfield equip-
ment storage facility, a maintenance facil-
1tv and additional hangars, according to
the airport anthority

“Vovager Jet's development 1s Impor-
tant because it demonstrares a significant
mvestment of private funds into the revi-
talization of Alleghenv County Airport,”
said airport authority COO Brad Penrod.

“Tt provides the alrport community and
the West Mifflin region with important re-
sources and economic growth.”

Vovager's new center will also help to
artract additional traffic to the airport, ac-
cording to Stainer.

“The Alrport Authority is very excited
that we are expanding,” he sald. “Having
a state of the art facility like this attracts
pilots from all over the countrv.”
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